 Fulbright Personal Statement Essay

Now that you—hopefully!—have most of this essay written, let’s make sure that your essay is on the right track. Try to read the essay as if you are a stranger reading this.  This is even better if you can get a friend to review it with you! (Key: 1= Needs major improvement; 2= Below average and needs much improvement; 3= Average and could use improvement; 4= Good, but could use a little improvement; 5= Excellent!)

1. NARRATIVE: 
1
2
3
4
5
Does the essay use a story to lead into a discussion about your education, professional plans, and career goals? Specifically, does this story make clear what motivated you to pursue specific research/arts/teaching and career goals? Is the story engaging and memorable? Where does the essay seem to get off topic? How might you strengthen your story?
2. RELEVANT BACKGROUND: 
1
 2
 3
4
5
Does the essay describe relevant background experiences that both highlight the applicant’s motivations to pursue specific goals and make clear that the applicant has the ability to be a cultural ambassador? How might you strengthen your discussion of relevant background experiences?
3. FUTURE GOALS: 

1
2
3
4
5
Does the applicant make clear her/his career goals? Is it clear in the essay how receiving the Fulbright will positively impact those career goals?   How might you strengthen your discussion of future goals?
4.FULBRIGHT MISSION: 
1
2
3
4
5
Does the applicant show that they will have the ability to positively impact the culture to which they are applying to work?  Does the applicant show that they will share cultural knowledge in the US after the Fulbright experience?  What experiences in their past does the applicant highlight to show their abilities to do so? How might you strengthen your discussion of your application in the context of the Fulbright mission?
5. FORMATTING, GRAMMAR, & PUNCTUATION: 
1
2   
3
4
5
Is this essay one, single-spaced page? Are heading, margins, and font requirements followed? Is the essay free of grammatical errors? Where might you improve formatting, grammar, and punctuation?
